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2021 Donald M. Mackie Gold Award Winning Newsletter 

Sea Cadet CPO Malina Sketchley 
Receives Theodore Roosevelt Youth Medal 

On 13 February, Pete Stiles and Sanu Chacko were at Naval Sta-
tion Everett to present the Sea Cadet of the Year, NLUS Theodore 
Roosevelt Youth Medal and certificate to CPO Malina Sketchley, 
NSCC. The NLUS award is given for outstanding performance 
of duty and was established to honor those cadets who best ex-
emplify Roosevelt's values of energy, spirit, competition, and 
fair play. The award consists of a medal, ribbon bar, certificate, 
and pamphlet on President Theodore Roosevelt whose visage is on 
the medal. Theodore Roosevelt, the 26th president, developed an 
interest in the Navy early in life. As a student at Harvard in 1882 
young “Teddy” wrote "The Naval War of 1812" establishing his 
credentials as a serious historian. Among his many roles in serving 
his country, he became assistant secretary of the Navy in 1897 and 
was instrumental in preparing the Navy for the Spanish-American 
War.                        (Continued on page 3) 

SUPPORTED UNITS 
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Welcome to the March 
2022 issue of the Lake 
Washington & Everett 
Council’s award winning 
newsletter, Voyager. As 
we move into a new phase 
of the Covid-19 pandem-
ic, we hope that we can 
better serve our sea ser-
vices units in 2022 than 
we have over the last cou-
ple of years. As you 

know, we have not held any events other than 
board meetings since the beginning of the pan-
demic, but we are currently in the process of re-
vamping our outreach to our adopted units and 
areas of support. We have a meeting scheduled 
with the COs & OICs of multiple units at the end 
of March to discuss the restarting of in-person 
activities in Everett. The commanding officer of 
Naval Station Everett, CAPT Josh Manzel, has 
asked us to coordinate a dinner event to recog-
nize the Sailors of the Year at NSE as soon as we 
can schedule. We are looking at possibly sched-
uling in April/May. In other news, in January I 
accompanied Jeff Davis, Past-President of the 
Seattle Council, and Eric Corning, CEO of Sea-
fair, to meet with the US Navy’s 3rd Fleet in San 
Diego to discuss West Coast Fleet Weeks. The 
good news is that Seattle Fleet is currently being 
planned as an in-person event for August 1-7 and 
the Navy and Coast Guard are all-in to make it 
the most successful event as possible. Currently, 
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the Navy is scheduled to bring two to four ships to 
Seattle for Seattle Fleet Week and the Blue Angels 
are scheduled to fly during Seafair Weekend. Due 
to the COVID-19 pandemic, we are presently not 
sure if ship rides and other public events will be 
available onboard the ships. The Executive Com-
mittee which includes the Navy, Coast Guard, 
Port of Seattle and Seafair are actively planning to 
make it a successful in-person event. I am work-
ing closely with Karmin Pincus, our president-
elect and Council Vice-President to ensure a 
smooth transfer of leadership and will invite her to 
join these meetings going forward. I am also 
working with the Seattle Navy League Council 
Board and Council President Steve Keith to un-
derstand their operations so that I can help over 
the next couple of years. As reported in the last 
issue, our council formally adopted USS John S. 
McCain (DDG 56) in December. We hope to 
adopt a couple more DDGs that are assigned to 
Naval Station Everett in 2022 and to serve all our 
adopted units better and in person than we have 
over the last couple of years. I also want to take a 
moment and thank Kevin Isherwood, USCG, Re-
tired, who served on our board for a long time for 
his time, effort and support of the council and its 
activities. If you would like to serve on the board 
or help our council in any way, please reach out to 
me or any of our current board members. 

 
Respectfully yours, 

Sanu 

The former USCGC Cushing, an Island-Class pa-
trol boat was sunk in Odessa on 3 March 2022, by 

a Russian air strike, according to a Ukrainian 
mayor. Commissioned in the Ukranian Navy in 
2019 as Sloviansk (above), the ship is one of five 

former Coast Guard cutters transferred to Ukraine. 
(photo Ministry of Defense of Ukraine) 
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LW&EC BUSINESS AFFILIATES (Continued from page 1) 
 
Roosevelt later received the Nobel Peace Prize in 
1906 and believed in the formation of a Navy 
League so strongly that he contributed his Nobel 
Peace Prize award of $500 toward the cost of 
starting the Navy League and keeping it going.  
 
CPO Sketchley is a senior and will attend the Uni-
versity of Montana after graduation. CPO Sketch-
ley’s older brother, Blake, was a previous recipi-
ent of the Theodore Roosevelt Youth Award and 
is in his second year in the Husky Battalion at 
University of Washington NROTC.  Malina and 
Blake are grandchildren of former LW&E Council 
Board member, Jim Sketchley. 

 

Corporate Sponsors 
 

 The Boeing Company 
 GE Energy Connections 
 GEICO—Military 
 Honeywell, Inc. 
 Microsoft 
 SAFE Boats International 
 Schneider Electric 
 USAA 
 Vigor Shipyards, Inc. 

Community Affiliates 
 
 American Licorice Company  
 American Publishing & Printing, Inc. 
 Aviation Technical Services 
 B.E. Meyers & Company, Inc. 
 Cadick Corporation 
 Craig Chapman, CFP, Financial Advisor 

Oppenheimer & Co., Inc. 
 First Command Financial Services  
 Flags & Flagpoles Northwest 
 Forde Financial & Tax, Inc. 
 Global Construction Services, Inc. 
 Gloria R. James, P.L.L.C. 
 Heritage Bank 
 Human Resources of Auburn, Inc. 
 Port of Everett 
 Red Lion Hotel Bellevue 
 US Bank Everett 
 US Family Health Plan (USFHP) at Pacific 

Medical Center 
 Vertical Path Recruiting, Inc. 
 
Through their financial contributions, these 
business affiliates demonstrate their commit-
ment to LW&EC-NLUS, to the mission of the 
Navy League, and their desire to support young 
people through our programs and scholarships. 

 

Partners 
 

 Bremerton-Olympic Peninsula Council of 
the Navy League 

 Seattle Council of the Navy League 

 Tacoma Council of the Navy League 
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Black History: How a 1946 Case of 
Police Brutality Against a 

Black WWII Veteran Shaped the 
Fight for Civil Rights 

 
Compiled from articles by Olivia B. Waxman, Time.com  

& World of Wonder Report 
 

On 12 February 1946 Isaac Woodard, Jr. was 
beaten and blinded. Earlier at 23 years of age, he 

enlisted in the United States Army and became 
one of the million African-Americans who 
served during World War II. As a soldier, he 

reached the rank of sergeant following his valiant 
efforts in the Pacif-
ic Theater. He re-

ceived a Battle 
Star, Good Con-
duct Medal, Ser-

vice Medal and 
World War II Vic-
tory Medal. On this 

day, 76 years ago, 
U.S. Army Ser-
geant Isaac 

Woodard, Jr. was 
in uniform on a 
Greyhound Lines 
bus traveling from 

Camp Gordon in 
Augusta, GA, where he had been discharged, on 
his way to rejoin his family in North Carolina. 

When the bus was at a rest stop just outside Au-
gusta, Woodard asked the bus driver if there was 
time for him to use a restroom. The driver argued 

with Woodard before grudgingly letting him get 
off the bus. Woodard returned to his seat from 
the rest stop without incident, and the bus depart-

ed. The bus stopped in Batesburg, SC. Though 
Woodard had caused no problems, the driver 
contacted the local police, who forcibly removed 

Woodard from the bus. After demanding to see 
his discharge papers, a group of police officers 
took Woodard to a nearby alleyway, where they 

beat him. Then, they took Woodard to the local 
jail, where he was arrested for disorderly con-
duct, accused of drinking beer in the back of the 

bus with other soldiers. During his night in jail, 
Woodard continued to be beaten. Beaten so bad-
ly, that he lost his sight and suffered partial am-

nesia. In his court testimony, Woodard stated that 
he was punched in the eyes by police and later re-

peatedly jabbed in his eyes with a club. In the 
morning, Woodard appeared before the local 
judge, who found him guilty and fined him $50. 

He requested medical assistance, which he was 
denied. He didn’t know where he was. Three 
weeks after he was reported missing by his rela-

tives, Woodard was discovered in a hospital in Ai-
ken, SC. The NAACP helped Woodard embark on 
a speaking tour to help people see realities of po-

lice brutality up-close. In August 1946, entertain-
ers Billie Holiday and Woody Guthrie and boxer 
Joe Louis headlined a benefit concert at Harlem’s 

now-defunct Lewisohn Stadium to raise money for 
Woodard and his family. Isaac Woodard, (below 
center), just six months after the brutal beating that 

left him blinded is supported by heavyweight 

champ Joe Louis, (left), and Neil Scott (right) at 
the Hotel Theresa in New York City on 9 Aug 
1946. South Carolina refused to pursue the case, 

but President Harry S. Truman ordered a Federal 
investigation. In November 1946, in a federal trial 
over whether excessive or unnecessary force was 

used on Woodard, Batesburg police chief Shull 
claimed he only hit Woodard once. An all-white 
jury acquitted Shull after deliberating for 30 

minutes. The federal judge who presided over the 
case, Julius Waties Waring, however, didn’t think 
the outcome was fair. The case was a political 
awakening for him, according to Richard Gergel, a 

South Carolina federal judge who started research-
ing Woodard’s case a decade ago and who brought 
attention to how it influenced future landmark civil 

rights cases in his 2019 book Unexampled Cour-
age: The Blinding of SGT Isaac Woodard and the 

https://time.com/5793492/billie-holiday-100-women-of-the-year/
https://ephemeralnewyork.wordpress.com/2010/01/13/city-colleges-impressive-old-stadium/
https://www.nytimes.com/1946/11/06/archives/police-chief-freed-in-negro-beating-federal-court-jury-acquits.html
https://www.uscourts.gov/news/2014/04/14/vilified-1940s-federal-judge-honored-civil-rights-hero
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/02/08/us/sergeant-woodard-batesburg-south-carolina.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/02/08/us/sergeant-woodard-batesburg-south-carolina.html
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Awakening of President Harry S. Truman and 
Judge J. Waties Waring. Waring described the 

case as a “baptism by fire” that led him to issue 
opinions in favor of civil rights cases for years af-
terwards. For example, Waring’s dissenting opin-

ion argued school segregation was unconstitutional 
per the 14th Amendment in Briggs v. El-

liott (1952), in which 20 Black parents in Claren-
don County, SC, sued and lost for equal educa-
tion for their children. Judge Waring then en-

couraged NAACP Legal Defense and Educa-
tional Fund lawyer and future U.S. Supreme 
Court Justice Thurgood Marshall to appeal the 

decision as a direct attack on segregation. The 
U.S. Supreme Court came to the same conclu-
sion in Brown v. Board of Education, which 

cleared up five school segregation cases, includ-
ing Briggs. Woodard’s blinding was also a polit-
ical awakening for future civil rights leaders. 

Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee co-
founder Julian Bond’s earliest memory of racial 
violence was seeing newspaper photographs of 

Woodard with bandages over his eyes at the age 
of six, photographs he would remember for “as 
long as I live,” per his 2021 posthumously-

published collection of lectures, Time to 
Teach: A History of the Southern Civil Rights 

Movement. Crucially, Woodard’s blinding spurred 
President Harry S. Truman to act. NAACP leader 
Walter White recalled in his memoir that when he 

told Truman about Woodard’s blinding, Truman 
stood up and exclaimed, “My God! I had no idea it 

was as terrible as that! We’ve got to do some-
thing!” In December 1946, a month after the ac-
quittal of the Batesburg, SC, police chief, Truman 

created a presidential commission on civil rights. 
Woodard moved to New York City after the trial, 
where he lived for the rest of his life. Once 

Woodard settled there, he contacted Walter White, 
Executive Secretary of the NAACP, who wrote a 
letter to actor / director / producer Orson Welles. 

At that time, Welles wrote a syndicated newspaper 
column and broadcast a weekly political show on 
the radio. Welles delivered a series of radio broad-

casts on Woodard’s behalf in July and August 
1946. Welles demanded that those responsible for 
Woodard’s attack be prosecuted. Welles vowed to 

fight for Woodard: “The blind soldier fought for 
me in this war, the least I can do is fight for him. I 
have eyes. He hasn’t. I have a voice on the radio. 

He hasn’t. I was born a white man, and until a 
colored man is a full citizen, like me, I haven’t the 

leisure to enjoy the freedom that a colored man 
risked his life to maintain for me. Until somebody 

beats me and blinds me, I am in his debt.” Tru-
man made a speech to the NAACP (below), the 

first American president to speak to the organiza-
tion. It was broadcast by radio from the steps of 

the Lincoln Memorial. The President said that 

Civil Rights was a moral priority for the Federal 
Government, and that the issue could not be left 
to the states and local governments. Truman: “It 

is my deep conviction that we have reached a 
turning point in our country’s efforts to guaran-

tee freedom and equality to all our citizens. Re-
cent events in the United States and abroad have 
made us realize that it is more important today 

than ever before to ensure that all Americans en-
joy these rights. When I say all Americans, I 

mean all Americans.” In February 1948, Truman 
sent the first comprehensive Civil Rights bill to 
Congress. In July 1948, over the objection of sen-

ior military officers, Truman issued Executive 
Orders banning racial discrimination in the 
Armed Forces and integrating the Federal Gov-

ernment. Polls showed popular opposition to his 
Civil Rights efforts. He narrowly won election, 
but his continued championing of Civil Rights as 

Federal priority cost him much support, especial-
ly in the South. The cause was so unpopular that 
Truman chose not to seek re-election in 1952. 

https://americanhistory.si.edu/brown/history/4-five/clarendon-county-1.html
https://americanhistory.si.edu/brown/history/4-five/clarendon-county-1.html
https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/americanexperience/features/blinding-isaac-woodard-mr-civil-rights/
https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/americanexperience/features/blinding-isaac-woodard-mr-civil-rights/
https://www.google.com/books/edition/Julian_Bond_s_Time_to_Teach/lO8OEAAAQBAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&dq=isaac+woodard+walter+white&pg=PA32&printsec=frontcover
https://www.google.com/books/edition/Julian_Bond_s_Time_to_Teach/lO8OEAAAQBAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&dq=isaac+woodard+walter+white&pg=PA32&printsec=frontcover
https://www.google.com/books/edition/A_Man_Called_White/tM1xAAAAMAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&bsq=%22my+god!+I+had+no+idea+it+was+as+terrible+as+that!+we%27ve+got+to+do+something!%22&dq=%22my+god!+I+had+no+idea+it+was+as+terrible+as+that!+we%27ve+got+to+do+something!%22&
https://www.google.com/books/edition/A_Man_Called_White/tM1xAAAAMAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&bsq=%22my+god!+I+had+no+idea+it+was+as+terrible+as+that!+we%27ve+got+to+do+something!%22&dq=%22my+god!+I+had+no+idea+it+was+as+terrible+as+that!+we%27ve+got+to+do+something!%22&
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Liberty High School NJROTC 
Patriot Company Update 

By John Deehr 
 

Liberty High School Navy Junior ROTC Patriot 
Company had one of the busiest, if not the busi-
est, weekend in their history from 21-23 January,  
achieving exemplary results. On Friday after-
noon, Patriot Company's two CyberPatriot 
(national network cybersecurity competition) 
teams (A & B) participated in the national semi-
finals. and Patriot Team A, led by Cadet Sarah 
Peschek (12), finished first in the NJROTC divi-
sion of the National Finals for the Gold and Sil-
ver Tier teams and third overall in the Silver Tier 
of the competition. Patriot Team B finished 12th 
in the NJROTC division and 52nd overall in the 

Gold Tier of the competition. Cadets Sarah 
Peschek (above right) and Abhay Bhat (above 
left) spent six hours attempting to find and cor-
rect vulnerabilities in their simulated computer 
network.  
 
On Saturday morning, CPO Spears traveled with 
six cadets to Big Finn Hill Park in Kirkland for 
an orienteering meet. Participating were team 
captain Ryan Croasdell (12), Samuel Jeremica 
(12), Rebecca Helland (11), Oliver Matney (10), 
Conrad Schwenk (9), and Lauren Schwenk 
(9). Cadets Oliver Matney and Conrad 
Schwenk finished 1st and 2nd  respectively in their 
racing category and outpaced their nearest com-
petitor by over nine minutes. Cadet Lauren 
Schwenk also finished 1st in her racing category 
and as a result, she is guaranteed to stand on top 
of the podium in the JV Rookie Female category 
for the season. Of the six completed events, Lau-
ren won four and finished second in the other 

two. Cadet Lauren 
Schwenk (left) cele-
brates yet anoth-
er Orienteering vic-
tory. Cadet Samuel 
Jeremica (below)  
makes a push to 
finish strong during 
the three plus mile 
race. After a two 
year hiatus due to 
COVID-19, JROTC 
drill competitions 
resumed. CAPT 
Deehr traveled with 
28 cadets to Gra-
ham Kapowsin 
High School for 
their first JROTC 

drill competition in nearly two years. After the 
Orienteering competition was complete, Chief 
Spears assisted with the drill meet. Patriot Compa-
ny competed against the following local high 
school JROTC teams:  Graham Kapowsin (Army 
JRTOC), Kentwood (Marine Corps JROTC), Fed-
eral Way (Air Force JROTC), Todd Beamer (Air 
Force JROTC), 
Auburn Moun-
tain View 
(Army JROTC), 
Bremerton 
(Navy JROTC), 
and Spanaway 
Lake (Navy 
JROTC). De-
spite some 
changes to the 
drill schedule 
that reduced the 
number of 
schools that 
were at the 
competition at 
the same time, it 
was a spirited 
competition! 
Patriot Company picked up where they left off 
back in February 2020 and brought home nine 
team awards, 14 individual awards and racked up 
over nearly 90 team points to easily outpace the 
second place finisher. Congratulations to all the 
team members who worked extremely hard to get 
the teams ready for the competition.   
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NJROTC Drill Competition Team Awards  

 
Color Guard Team 1          - First Place  
Color Guard Team 2          - Second Place  
Unarmed Drill Team          - Second Place 
Armed Drill Team              - First Place  
Academics Team 1             - First Place  
Academics Team 2             - Third Place  
Precision Air Rifle              - First Place  
Sporter Air Rifle Team       - Second Place  
Physical Fitness Team 1     - Second Place  

 
 
 

Individual Awards  
  

First Place 
  
Colby Van Ry - Color Guard Team 1 Commander         
Logan Harris - Color Guard Team 2 Commander              
Mathew Martin - Armed Drill Team Commander              
Sophia VanHuss - Female Individual Physical Fitness      
Sanjana Addanki - Academics                                            
R. Irene Miller - Precision Air Rifle                                    
Matthew Martin - Individual Armed Drill Exhibition         
 

Second Place  
 
Caitlin Mitchell - Sporter Air Rifle                                      
Nicole Hume - Academics                                                  
R. Irene Miller - Unarmed Drill Team Commander           
Jeffery Pan - Precision Air Rifle                                         
 

Third Place  
 
Felicia Le - Precision Air Rifle                                            
Logan Harris - Sporter Air Rifle                                          
Eowyn Ream - Academics    
                                               

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Patriot Company cadets pose with the nine team and fourteen individual awards 
they earned during the drill meet at Graham Kapowsin High School. 

Above: Cadet Abhay Bhat (center right) has his drill rifle 
inspected by an active duty service member while Cadet 
Nimra Sajeel (at port arms on Bhat’s left) stands by to be 
inspected as part of the Armed Drill competition. 

Cadets Fischer Skroch (front) & Ashton Rood push each 
other in the mile run physical fitness competition. 
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News of Council Adopted Units 
 

Through Black History Month, University of 

Washington NROTC continues to honor the 
service and sacrifice given by African American 
service members. Husky Battalion honors the 
Golden Thirteen, the first African American sail-

ors to serve as officers and warrant officers in the 
US Navy. These brave men set a precedent that 

would continue for generations as African Amer-
ican officers continue to break down barriers and 

achieve greatness in service to our country. 

MIDN 1/C Cole Nichols (above left) is Husky 

Battalion's second EOD select for 2022. Pic-

tured above with MIDN Teufel (above right), 
who was the first  EOD select for 2022.  Both 
earned their slots after successfully completing 

the Explosive Ordinance Disposal assessment 

and selection process in San Diego last summer. 
MIDN Nichols is from Coronado, CA and is pur-

suing a major in Mechanical Engineering and is 
set to be commissioned at the close of the 2022 
Spring Quarter, after which he will report to Dive 

School to continue training towards becoming a 
Navy EOD Officer.  
 

In February, an MH-60R Seahawk (below) at-
tached to the “Raptors” of Helicopter Maritime 
Strike Squadron (HSM) 71 conducted flight oper-

ations aboard guided-missile destroyer USS Grid-

ley (DDG 101) in the Gulf of Oman. 

The U.S. Coast Guard, U.S. Navy, and Royal Ca-
nadian Navy concluded a two-day joint exercise 
17 – 18 February, in the Strait of Juan de Fuca and 
Salish Sea. The exercise involved multiple United 
States and Canadian Armed Forces (CAF) assets 
and crews including LW&E Council supported 
unit USCGC Blue Shark (WPB 87360) The 
training was conducted to prepare Royal Canadian 
Navy crews for deployments to support United 
States counter-narcotics operations in the Caribbe-
an Sea and eastern Pacific Ocean. USCGC Blue 
Shark Commanding Officer LTJG Victoria Spar-
acino commented, “It was such a pleasure to sup-
port this joint agency exercise and to get the op-
portunity to engage with our Royal Canadian Na-
vy counterparts. A lot of collaboration and effort 
went into arranging a detailed, effective, and ex-
citing training event, and was so valuable in en-
hancing our shared drug interdiction capabilities 
in the Pacific. I am pleased and proud of my crew 
here on CGC Blue Shark, and impressed by the 
crew of CGC Osprey, commanded by MCPO Har-
ley Matlock, for their vigorous commitment to this 
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exercise and dedication to our shared goal of 
skilled counter-narcotics operations. I wish 
HMCS Saskatoon/ HMCS Yellowknife and their 
crews the very best of luck in their deployment!” 

Participating Units: 
• U.S. Coast Guard Cutter Blue Shark 

• U.S. Coast Guard Cutter Osprey 

• U.S. Coast Guard Air Station Port Angeles 
MH-65 Dolphin helicopter 

• U.S. Coast Guard Sector Puget Sound Joint 
Harbor Operations Center 

• U.S. Naval Air Station Whidbey Island P-8 
Poseidon fixed-wing aircraft 

• Royal Canadian Navy Kingston-class coastal 
defense vessel HMCS Saskatoon 

• Royal Canadian Navy Kingston-class coastal 
defense vessel HMCS Yellowknife 

Canadian Armed 
Forces ships and air-
craft regularly deploy 
to the Caribbean and 
eastern Pacific re-
gions on a rotational 
basis to support the 
United States mission 
to suppress drug traf-
ficking in interna-
tional waters. This 
augmentation to the 
United States counter
-narcotics mission 

helps to prevent illicit narcotics from reaching 
illegal markets in both the United States and 
Canada and reaffirms the enduring partnership 
between the two nations. Over the past 15 years, 
CAF assets and crews have contributed to the 
disruption or seizure of more than 123 tons of 
cocaine. “This joint naval exercise between the 
U.S. Coast Guard, U.S. Navy, and Royal Canadi-
an Navy demonstrates the strength of our com-
mitment and partnership to secure each coun-
try’s shared maritime safety, security, and eco-
nomic interests,” said CAPT Patrick Hilbert, 
Commander of Coast Guard Sector Puget Sound. 
“We are incredibly proud to support HMCS Sas-
katoon and HMCS Yellowknife for their upcom-
ing deployment and look forward to future op-
portunities to improve our interoperability and 
mission effectiveness in response to threats 
across the Pacific region.” During a deployment 
scheduled later this spring, HMCS Saskatoon and 
HMCS Yellowknife will work closely with the 
U.S. Coast Guard and U.S. Navy. This exercise 
conducted in the Straits of Juan de Fuca and the 
Salish Sea effectively developed collaborative 
interdiction tactics, communication capabilities, 
and ensured that the Royal Canadian Naval ves-
sels and crews are ready to integrate with their 
United States counterparts. “The last two days 
saw the culmination of training of the crews of 
HMC Ships Yellowknife and HMCS Saskatoon,” 
said LCdr Nadia Shields, RCN, Task Force Com-
mander and Commanding Officer HMCS Saska-
toon. “Training with the U.S. Coast Guard 
proved our readiness for our upcoming opera-
tion, and I have the utmost confidence in these 
sailors to be exemplary representatives of Cana-
da and accomplish mission success.” (Below) 
coxswain BM1 Christopher Bakri and crewman 
SN Daniel Sexton in Blue Shark (red) RHIB. 

USCGC Blue Shark (WPB 87360) in the Salish Sea along-
side HMCS Saskatoon (MM 709) and HMCS Yellowknife 
(MM 706). USCG photo by PO2 Class Steve Strohmaier  
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An Update from the Front, or  
In this case, from Training 

 

At the end of February, Sanu Chacko received an 
update from Paul and Kerry Kearney, the parents 
of Cole Basney, a former Sea Cadet from the Na-
val Station Everett Division of the Sea Cadets – 
the unit that Sanu commanded. Paul Kearney was 
Sanu’s executive officer in the unit and fleeted 
up to CO of the Naval Station Everett Divi-
sion. The update is below: 
 
Sanu 
 
As you know, Cole enlisted in the USMC last De-
cember. He is currently with the 1st Light Ar-
mored Reconnaissance Battalion out of Camp 
Pendleton. He’s also been selected to train with 
a new group the Marines are spinning up, All-
Domain Reconnaissance. He’s doing great. 
Based on his USNSCC time, he enlisted as an E-
2. He picked up E-3 last summer in School of In-
fantry on a Meritorious Promotion. Two weeks 
ago, he received a Meritorious Mast. I thought I 
would share with you as you were a great mentor 
and support for Cole through his USNSCC time. 
Thank you for all you did investing in our youth. 
You and Annaleena really helped shape the char-
acter of our kids.  
 
Paul and Kerry Kearney 
 

 

 

Former  CNO ADM Thomas Hayward 
Remembered 

 

Admiral Thomas Bibb Hayward died on 3 March 

2022, at the age of 97. ADM Hayward was Chief 
of Naval Operations for the United States Navy 
from 1 July 1978, until 30 June 1982, after which 

he retired from military service. He was a member 
of the Lake Washington Council Navy League. 
Shortly after the commencement of World War II, 
Hayward enlisted in the U.S. Navy V-5 aviation 

program and was called to active duty as a naval 
aviation cadet in 1943, anticipating that he would 
shortly be flying combat in the South Pacific. 

However, when roughly halfway through the flight 
training syllabus, he competed for and was accept-
ed to attend the United States Naval Acade-

my at Annapolis, MD, to position himself for a 
career in the U.S. Navy at war's end. He graduated 
from the Academy in July 1947 and was assigned 

to the USS Antietam (CV-36) as an engineering 
officer. In 1949, he returned to flight training 
at Naval Air Station Pensacola, Fl, and received 

his United States Naval Aviator wings in July 
1950. The Korean War having begun, as a LTJG, 
he reported to VF-51 and flew from the decks of 
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USS Essex (CV-9) and USS Valley Forge (CV-
45), flying 146 combat missions, and was awarded 

the Distinguished Flying Cross, seven Air Medals, 
and two Navy Commendation Med-
als with Combat "V" for Valor. One of Hayward's 

squadron mates in VF-51 was future astronaut Neil 
Armstrong, who became his lifelong friend. Fol-
lowing his Korean tour, Hayward became a Navy 

test pilot, a lead instructor in the forerunner to the 
Navy Fighter Weapons School, also known 
as TOPGUN, and Commanding Officer of VF-

103. He also attended the Naval War College in 
1958. In 1959 he was one of the 32 finalists 
for NASA Astronaut Group 1, but ultimately was 

not selected. In 1965–66, as Commander Carrier 
Air Wing Ten (CW-10), Hayward flew 36 combat 
missions in Vietnam, flying from the deck 
of USS Intrepid (CV-11), receiving the Legion of 

Merit and three Air Medals. In 1967, he attended 
the National War College and obtained a master's 
degree in Foreign Affairs from George Washing-

ton University. As a captain, Hayward returned to 
Vietnam as Commanding Officer of 
the USS Graffias (AF-29) and later as Command-

ing Officer of the USS America (CVA-66), for 
which he was awarded the Legion of Merit. Hay-
ward then had tours of duty as commander of 

the United States Seventh Fleet from 1975 to 
1976, and then Commander in Chief of the United 
States Pacific Fleet from 12 August 1976 to 9 May 

1978. As Chief of Naval Operations, Hayward is 
best remembered for his "Pride in the Navy" prior-
ity: the emphasis on rebuilding readiness of both 

active and reserve forces; restoring priority in 
mine warfare; and his success in the zero tolerance 
"Not in my Navy" drug program. In 1981, he was 

awarded the Society of Experimental Test Pi-
lots James H. Doolittle Award. In January 2007, 
the United States Naval Academy Alumni Associ-

ation announced Admiral Thomas B. Hayward as 
one of four recipients of its 2007 Distinguished 
Graduate Award. After retirement from the Navy, 

his primary efforts were in the field of education, 
where he helped co-found companies focused on 
reading and math solutions K-12, masters and doc-
torates in education, and both domestic and inter-

national distance learning for college and higher 
ed. He also served on the board of advisors of 
the Code of Support Foundation, a nonprofit mili-

tary services organization.  

During Women’s’ History Month, the USCG 

celebrates the contributions women have made to 
our service. In the Pacific Northwest, women are 
essential to protecting our vital waterways, rescu-
ing boaters in distress, conducting law enforce-

ment, or performing fishery patrols.  

Semper 
Paratus 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_Essex_(CV-9)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Navy_Commendation_Medal
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Navy_Commendation_Medal
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Combat_V
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Navy_Commendation_Medal
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Combat_V
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Society_of_Experimental_Test_Pilots
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Society_of_Experimental_Test_Pilots
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Lake Washington & Everett Council 
Navy League of the United States 
P.O. Box 547 
Bellevue WA 98009-0547 
 
 
Voyager, official newsletter of the LW&EC NL-
US, is published electronically in March, June, 
September and December and provided to all 
members. Comments and suggestions are wel-
come and should be sent to: Voyager Editor, P.O. 
Box 547 Bellevue WA 98009-0547 or email to: 
etpefp@comcast.net 

                                               

 
 
Lake Washington & Everett Council   

CITIZENS IN SUPPORT OF THE SEA SERVICES 
 

Lake Washington & Everett Council is your community organization that: 
Supports our Puget Sound Sea Services: USCGC Healy, USCGC Henry Blake, USCGC Blue Shark, 
USCG Base Seattle, USS Jimmy Carter, Naval Station Everett and Undersea R & D Detachment, USS 
Kidd, USS Momsen, USS Gridley, USS Ralph Johnson, USS Sampson, USS John S. McCain, De-
stroyer Squadron Nine, Carrier Strike Group ELEVEN, Regional Support Organization – Pacific 
Northwest, Afloat Training Group – Pacific Northwest, Naval Operational Support Center Everett, 
Branch Health Clinic Everett and  Puget Sound Naval Shipyard & Intermediate Maintenance Facility 
 
Supports local Naval Reserve Officers Training Units and US Naval Sea Cadet Corps:  
 

• Liberty High School NJROTC and Snohomish High School MCJROTC 

• University of Washington NROTC and US Naval Sea Cadet Corps, Naval Station Everett Division 

• Increases awareness of the diversity of maritime units in Puget Sound 

• Conveys the pivotal role of Puget Sound sea services in national and regional security 

• Furthers understanding that maritime commerce is the cornerstone of our region’s economy. 
 

Navy League of the United States Mission Statement 
A civilian organization dedicated to informing the American people and their government that the 
United States of America is a maritime nation and that its national defense and economic well being 
are dependent upon strong sea services – United States Navy, United States Marine Corps, United 
States Coast Guard and United States Merchant Marine. 
 

https://www.navy.mil/  
https://www.marines.com 

https://www.uscg.mil/  
https://www.maritime.dot.gov/ 
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